
Page 1 of 5 
 

STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
March 2, 2017 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, March 2, 2017, was called to order 
at 3:00 p.m. by Chairman Anita Dodd in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., 
Government Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Chichester, Jane Conner, Anita Dodd, Barbara Kirby, Ken Pitts, and 

David Rodriguez 
      
MEMBERS ABSENT: Ann Best-Rolls  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Baker, Bryon Counsell, Denise Knighting and Melannie Egan 
  
GUESTS PRESENT: Eric Mink and Irma Clifton  
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mrs. Dodd called the meeting to order and asked Mr. Pitts to call roll. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Pitts called roll and stated there was a quorum present. 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mrs. Dodd asked if there were any public presentations and she called Irma Clifton. 
 
Ms. Clifton stated she wanted to remind everyone that the Taylor Plan was coming before the planning 
commission on March 8, 2017.  According to the plan, it had an extensive parking area planned in the front 
of Dunbar Kitchen, which would take away from the overall look and you would not be able to see the 
building. They are also proffering a voluntary sidewalk down Gordon Street. She spoke with Bill Howell, the 
property owner, and he has no plans to sell and that he had never heard that anyone wanted to put a sidewalk 
along his property.  She encouraged everyone to attend the meeting on March 8, 2017 to show support and 
have their voices heard in keeping this area historical.  
 
Ms. Baker stated the application included only conceptual drawings in the generalized development plan.  
She stated the applicant would have to submit an official site plan which would be subject to the ARB 
review. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Civil War Database Update – Eric Mink, National Park Service 
  
Mr. Mink stated this month’s submittal piggybacks on last months, the Union Division in Stafford County in 
late spring and summer of 1862, and two of the four Brigades this month.  He said you would notice that 
neither of them are actually plotted, just noting the generalized areas of their location, essentially around the 
Phillips House, Mulberry, Hill as well as Little Whim. Precise locations are unknown.  Mr. Mink clarified 
the Gus Wallace House and Little Whim were the same and was sometimes referred to as The Kings House. 
For next month, depending on what information he received on the Confederate Camps from 1861 as much 
as possible and/or tackling the Aquia Defenses, the redoubts, etc.  Both would be a little tricky, one for lack 
of information and the other because of controversy over names and locations. He stated one would be next 
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month and the other would be the following month.   That should be it for submittals and then he would start 
revising for a final document. 
 

2. Pratt Park Waterline – Bryon Counsell, Stafford County Department of Utilities 
 
Mr. Counsell stated he has a future project pending to install a 30 inch waterline from the Old Forge area of 
Stafford County off of Highway 17 and Interstate 95 over to Cool Springs Road near the Eagle’s 
establishment. Part of the alignment goes through Pratt Park, and as a condition of allowing them to go 
through that area, an agreement was made to complete Phase 1 thru 3 archeological surveys. Artifacts were 
found from Phase 1 and 2, and a modified Phase 3, because the ground had been modified heavily since the 
mid1900’s.  As the artifacts are in his office.  Mr. Counsell sent some of the artifacts around the table to view 
along with the draft of the final report.  The artifacts would move after the final report was completed.  He 
wanted to know what the Historical Committee recommended to do with the artifacts.  
 
Ms. Conner stated that Stafford County was hopeful to have a museum within 5 years and would like to use 
them in the museum at a later time.  
 
Mr. Counsell said the artifacts would be curated in Richmond, but doesn’t know the legal procedures as the 
artifacts belong to Stafford County. He would work with the staff at Dovetail to know what could happen 
and would report back the findings to Ms. Baker.  
 
Mrs. Dodd stated she would like to find exactly what was meant by curation and what the policy was through 
Dovetail and then VDR. Mrs. Dodd would like them to stay in Stafford and perhaps be part of the Chatham. 
She recommended they be given, or loaned, to the National Parks at Chatham since the artifacts help to 
interpret what was once part of Chatham. She felt that in this way they would be in Stafford and properly 
cared for.  Concerns were made about sending them to Richmond and not being able to get them back and 
not having access to them in the future.  
 
Mr. Counsell wanted someone to take possession of the artifacts.  
 
Ms. Conner would contact John Hennesy and ask.  
 
Mr. Counsell agreed that a good strong paper trail was needed before the artifacts are sent.  He then asked if 
everyone was satisfied with the report, all were satisfied and no objections. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
3. Falmouth Master Interpretive Plan Implementation 
 
Ms. Baker stated that she would ask Chatham and Belmont if they would write a paragraph.  
 

3. Virginia Bridge Report 
 

Ms. Baker stated the Falmouth and Chatham bridges were technically inside Stafford County. The Historical 
Commission needed to comment and tell VDOT if they felt that both bridges are eligible. Ms. Baker would 
send an email, stating that a letter would be coming within a week or so.  
 
Mrs. Kirby made a motion to have a letter sent concerning the Falmouth and Chatham bridges.  
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Mr. Pitts second the motion. 
 
The motion passed 6-0 voted (Ms. Rolls absent). 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she would write the letter. 
 
5. England Run North Barn 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she received a response back from Drees Homes, the developer that takes care of the HOA. 
She stated there seems to be a disconnect with the information concerning open space and who was 
responsible.  The England Run barn remains had a fence with a lock around the barn and no one knows who 
put it up or the combination. The HOA was not told to take care of the barn and assumed because of the 
fence and lock they did not need to take care of it. Mrs. Dodd suggested when there are properties with 
historical features that a letter alerting them to their responsibility towards any cultural resources within their 
community after the developer relinquishes power to the HOA.   
 
Ms. Baker stated that the county has no oversite of any HOA’s. And, it could take several years before the 
HOA takes over because the developer may still have oversight. The county does not get involved in 
providing this information, and often don’t have the contact information.  
 
A discussion ensued concerning a way to resolve the issue.  
 
Ms. Baker stated that the county does not have the authority to enforce HOA’s to comply.  
 
6. Historic Preservation Awards 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated she had one recommendation for the award, the property owner of Mount Joy House 
located on Route 610 next to North Stafford High School. The owners had a Historic Structures Report 
completed, that was not required. They could have just torn the house down without this information and 
they should be nominated for the award.  
 
Ms. Baker stated she would like a copy of the report and all nominations were due by March 24, 2017, and 
the Committee would vote next meeting.  
 
Mrs. Dodd asked about updating the plaque. 
 
Ms. Baker stated she would work with staff to coordinate the update. 
 
7. Proposed Ordinance O06-47 – July 18, 2006 – Archaeological Surveys & Investigations  
 
 ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
Ms. Clifton stated she would like to know who makes the request for budget allocation for historical 
resources.  
 
Ms. Baker stated that Parks and Recreation was responsible for County owned historical properties.  
 
Mrs. Dodd stated there was no line item for historical resources and that the Historical Commission 
recommended having master plans for all historical resources.  
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Ms. Clifton would like to have something done with Shelton Cottage. 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated years ago she had put together a document for some restorations that should have been 
completed.  She suggested she would be willing to meet Ms. Clifton and Parks and Recreations at Shelton 
Cottage to see what has been done and what has not.  
 
Ms. Baker suggested the Historical Committee prioritize historical resource properties and give 
recommendations as to which buildings needed to be assessed and listed as a priority, like the ten most 
endangered properties.  It was suggested providing the list in the summer, so Parks and Recreations would 
have it when they start the budget discussion for the next year.  
 
Ms. Clifton stated that this was a very good start in getting people conscious about historical resources and 
how important they are. Ms. Clifton asked if the County had a central register of historic properties and 
cultural resources, which can trigger action on development plans.  
 
Mrs. Dodd stated they do have an inventory.  
 
Ms. Clifton stated there was some kind of oversight for HOA’s that was enacted by the General Assembly 
and she would go back and check to see what it was.  
 
Mrs. Dodd suggested having a list of all management firms.  
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated she had nothing to report. 
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Pitts stated he received an email response from the engineer of Grandview Estates, which stated a 
cultural survey was completed at the beginning of the project and the owner would not be allowing any 
access for any further investigation on his property at this time.  
 
Mrs. Dodd asked if D.P. Newton would have a general idea of where it would be located. 
 
Mr. Pitts said he could also call Billy Shelton to ask.  
 
Mrs. Dodd asked if the burial site was from the Civil War and could they have been moved?   
 
Mr. Pitts stated he did not know. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 2, 2016 
 
Mrs. Kirby made a motion to approve the minutes. 
 
Mr. Pitts seconded. 
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The motion passed 5-0 (Mr. Chichester and Ms. Rolls absent). 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
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